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Teaching our Newest Drivers

DHIVEH EnucAml
~ STUDENT DRIVER .

when sharing the road with bicycles. The
learning comes from short explanations
tailored to a student’s right or wrong
response, and teachers do not need

This past fall, Ride lllinois Executive training in the subject matter to use the
Director Tania Sebastian attended the lesson. Over 80 schools have used the
llinois High School & Driver Education quiz in their classrooms, and we are
Association’s Fall Workshop in Chicago. working to reach many more public and
She gave a presentation to over 100 private driver education programs.
instructors on the importance of Help us urge your local high school
educating their students about car and driver education teachers to incorporate
bicycle interactions and how they can this easy tool in their curriculum!

easily incorporate those lessons by Information for instructors is available
using BikeSafetyQuiz.com. The motorist at BikeSafetyQuiz.com, or have them
version of the quiz includes 26 Secretary email us at info@rideillinois.org to

of State-approved questions covering set up the quiz for their school.

on-the-road situations, techniques,
common mistakes, and relevant laws

Sign Up For Our Monthly E-News

Stay up to date on Ride lllinois’ efforts, action alerts, and bicycling
related news by signing up for our e-newsletter at rideillinois.org.

Follow Ride lllinois On Facebook

Find us at www.facebook.com/rideillinois and catch up with us

daily. We’'ll share news, resources, events, contests, and have
discussions about what we’re doing to make lllinois a more bicycle-
friendly state.




Winter 2017 Upshift

Join us at the National Bike Summit

For 15 years, Ride lllinois has participated in the
National Bike Summit in Washington D.C. and led
lllinois’ delegation on Lobby Day where advocates
from across the nation descend on Capitol Hill to ask
members of Congress to speak up for—and fund—
bicycling projects. The next National Bike Summit will
take place March 6-9, 2017, and more information
can be found at the League of American Bicyclists
website at bikeleague.org. If you’d like to join the
lllinois delegation and help us meet with our state’s
Congressional offices, email us at info@rideillinois.org.

Our 2016 lllinois delegation above (from left to right):
Bill Chalberg, Downers Grove Bicycle Club Board Member; Tania Sebastian, Ride lllinois ExecutiveDirector; Michael Gorman, Bike
BloNo Board Member; Ed Barsotti, Ride Illinois Chief Programs Officer;Elizabeth Adamczyk, Women Bike Chicago Chair;

Cynthia Hoyle, Alta Planning + Design; Richard Bascomb, Village ofSchaumburg Transportation Manager; Jeff Yockey,
Champaign County Bikes Executive Director.

Bipartisan Bike Ride

On August 11, Ride lllinois had the
honor of leading a bicycle ride for
over 160 state lawmakers and
legislative staff from around the
country. They were in Chicago for
the annual National Conference of
State Legislatures Summit. Each year,
our sister organization, Bike Texas,
hauls two truckloads of bicycles to
wherever the conference is being
held and organizes a ride for the
attendees with the help of a local
partner like us. We invited lllinois

Representative Elaine Nekritz (D)
and lllinois Senator Christine
Radogno (R) to co-host the ride
with us, and help us invite other
Illinois legislators to participate in
the ride. We also created the route
and recruited an amazing group of
volunteers to unload and set up the
bikes for the early morning ride.

Starting in Chicago’s Grant Park,
the 8.5 mile ride combined the
grandiosity of the Lakefront Path

and views that evoked the grit of

the City’s industrial past. The return
route showcased projects that have
significantly improved the safety and
comfort of on-street bicycling, such
as the new curb-protected bike lanes
on 31st Street through Bronzeville and
the lllinois Institute of Technology’s
campus.

By providing this fun, low stress
way to tour cities, legislators can
ride away inspired to improving the
cycling environment in their home
states—and with the ideas to make
it happen. Before the ride, Senator
Christine Radogno explained:

“We welcome the opportunity to
share examples of bike improvements
made possible by local, state, and
federal collaboration.”

Representative Elaine Nekritz added,
“I look forward to taking the
conference outside. Riding a bike is
one of the best ways to experience
Chicago.”

www.rideillinois.org
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Pushing for New Bicycle Safety Legislation

ALLOW MOTORISTS TO PASS BICYCLISTS IN A
NO-PASSING ZONE UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS

Roadway no-passing zones are determined by road
engineers, with zone lengths based on the relative speeds
of drivers of motorized vehicles passing other vehicles. For
some roads, no-passing zones continue for a very long time.

This presents a problem for drivers wishing to pass a
relatively slow-moving bicyclist on two-lane roads lacking
enough width for drivers to safely and legally pass

with at least three feet lateral clearance (625 ILCS 5/11-
703(d)). While there may be sufficient time to safely pass
a bicycle given the limitations for passing (6/11-705 and
706], the solid centerline tells the motorist not to move
into the oncoming lane—even partially—to do so.

In this common situation, the majority of motorists do cross
solid centerlines to pass cyclists, anyway. Some drivers
choose to pass too closely, to obey the no-passing zone.
However, in doing so, they illegally squeeze by within the
same, too-narrow lane—a scary maneuver sometimes leading
to sideswipe crashes. For long no-passing zones, those
obeying both the no-passing zone and the three-feet passing
law may end up following the bicyclist slowly for a long time.

It is not clear whether current law (5/11-707(c)) allows a
no-passing zone exception in this case by considering

a bicycle as an “obstruction” using 5/11-701(a)2. This
ambiguity needs to be addressed through a specific
clarification, legalizing what most motorists already do.

Several states have modernized their solid centerline no-
passing rule to reflect safe and practical passing practices.
Most of those states have allowed motorists to pass bicyclists
in a no-passing zone merely “when it is safe to do so.”

Others provide more specificity related to cyclist speed. We
recommend a more specific approach that borrows safety
exceptions from current law (625 ILCS 5/11-706) on driving on
the left side.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 625 ILCS 5/11-703:

(e) The operator of a motor vehicle may drive to the left
side of the center of a roadway which has been designated
a no-passing zone to overtake and pass a bicycle or
individual proceeding in the same direction, pursuant to the
requirements of paragraph (d). when the motor vehicle is
capable of overtaking and passing the bicycle or individual

without exceeding the speed limit, except, when approaching

within 100 feet of or traversing any intersection, alley,
driveway, tunnel, bridge, viaduct, curve or crest of a grade
where the driver’s view is obstructed as to create a hazard.

[Paragraph (d) is the 3-foot passing law. Paragraphs (e) and (f)
become (f) and (g), respectively.]

OFFICIALLY LEGALIZE BICYCLING ON ROAD
SHOULDERS, BUT NOT REQUIRE IT

Current law 625 ILCS 5/11-709.1 largely restricts vehicles
driving on a shoulder, with some exceptions including

“any farm tractor or implement of husbandry” listed in its
paragraph (b). Bicycling on a paved shoulder is generally
accepted practice, usually preferred by cyclists, but it is not
legally clarified. Legal clarity would be a benefit both for
cyclists as well as for road agencies willingly desiring to sign
or otherwise designate bicycle routes having such shoulders.

However, it is poor practice to require cyclists to ride on a
shoulder. If the shoulder is unpaved (e.g., gravel), many bikes
are unable to ride on it without a very high risk of a flat tire
and possibly falling. Many paved shoulders are not routinely
swept, resulting in debris accumulation that frequently causes
flats and possibly leads to falls. Shoulder rumble strips,

while reducing car run-off-the-road crashes, are jarring and
dangerous to ride on for bikes. Finally, other legal cyclist
traffic maneuvers require riding away from the shoulder.

We recommend adding bicycles as exceptions to the
statute restricting driving on a shoulder, if it is made
clear that shoulder riding is not a requirement.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 625 ILCS 5/11-709.1:
Sec. 11-709.1. Driving on the shoulder.

(a) Vehicles shall be driven on a roadway, and shall only
be driven on the shoulder for the purpose of stopping

or accelerating from a stop while merging into traffic. It
shall be a violation of this Section if while merging into
traffic and while on the shoulder, the vehicle passes

any other vehicle on the roadway adjacent to it.



(b) This Section shall not apply to any authorized emergency
vehicle, to any authorized transit bus, to any farm tractor or
implement of husbandry, to any service vehicle while engaged
in maintenance of the highway or related work, or to any
authorized vehicle within a designated construction zone.

(c) This Section shall not apply to any bicycle; however, a
bicycle shall not be required to be operated upon a shoulder.

ALLOW BICYCLISTS TO USE A REAR LIGHT
WITHOUT ALSO USING A REAR REFLECTOR

Current law 625 ILCS 5/11-1507 governs required equipment
when bicycling at night. Required on the back is “a red
reflector on the rear of a type approved by the Department
which shall be visible from all distances from 100 feet

to 600 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful

lower beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle.”

Red lights may be used in addition to a reflector, and there is

no specificity on whether the light must be steady or could be
flashing: “A lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of
500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to the red reflector.”

Current, improved rear-lighting technology has
eliminated the need for reflectors, and many
bicyclists solely use rear lights already.

Proposed solution: We recommend that the law should
be updated so that a steady or flashing lamp may be
used instead of the red reflector. Eight states and the
City of Chicago currently allow either a light or reflector,
although there is no consensus language. A simple fix
based on current lllinois law wording is suggested.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 625 ILCS 5/11-1507:
Sec. 11-1507. Lamps and other equipment on bicycles.

(a) Every bicycle when in use at nighttime shall be equipped
with a lamp on the front which shall emit a white light visible
from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front and with a red
reflector on the rear of a type approved by the Department
which shall be visible from all distances from 100 feet to 600
feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams

of headlamps on a motor vehicle. A lamp emitting a steady or
flashing red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear
may be used in addition to or instead of the red reflector.

CLARIFY “SUBSTANDARD LANE WIDTH”
EXCEPTION TO RIDING FAR RIGHT

Current law 625 ILCS 5/11-1505 governs the position of
bicycles (and motorized pedal cycles) operating on roadways
at less than the normal speed of traffic. That position shall

be “as close as practicable and safe to the right-hand curb

or edge of the roadway” - with a list of safety-motivated
exceptions closely approximating the Uniform Vehicle Code.

One such exception to the far-right rule is “substandard width
lanes that make it unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb
or edge. For purposes of this subsection, a ‘substandard width

lane’ means a lane that is too narrow for a bicycle or motorized
pedal cycle and a vehicle to travel safely side by side within the
lane.” The main purpose is to allow bicyclists to ride further out
from the right edge to dissuade motorists from attempting to
pass too closely - the source of dangerous sideswipe crashes.

Unfortunately, “substandard lane width” has been subject to
various interpretations, even by traffic engineers unfamiliar
with national best practice on bicycle accommodation.

Recently, the AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle
Facilities (2012) - the top national design reference on bicycle
issues - has provided clarity while using the same 3-feet passing
minimum clearance specified in lllinois law: “Lane widths of

13 ft (+.0 m) or less make it likely that most motor vehicles will
encroach at least part way into the next lane to pass a bicyclist
with an adequate and comfortable clearance (usually 3 ft. [0.9
m] or more depending on the speed of the passing vehicle).

Lane widths that are 14 ft (4.3 m) or greater allow motorists to
pass bicyclists without encroaching into the adjacent lane.”

To clarify its ambiguity, we recommend amending the
substandard lane width exception to refer to the AASHTO
bicycle guide or successor nationally-accepted design
reference document. This does not in any way construe
that lanes must be constructed with widths of 14 feet

or more. We would support any additional language
that may be needed to make this point clear.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 625 ILCS 5/11-1505(a)(3):

When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions including,

but not limited to, fixed or moving objects, parked or moving
vehicles, bicycles, motorized pedal cycles, pedestrians, animals,
surface hazards, or substandard width lanes that make it unsafe
to continue along the right-hand curb or edge. For purposes of
this subsection, a “substandard width lane” means a lane that is
too narrow for a bicycle or motorized pedal cycle and a vehicle
to travel safely side by side within the lane, as specified by the
American Association of State and Highway Officials’ Guide to
the Development of Bicycle Facilities or successor document; or

Two of the provisions detailed above are inspired by
incidents occurring in lllinois where cyclists were either
wrongly prosecuted or not offered the protection of the law.
Another will clear up a perceived conflict with the existing
three-foot passing state law. While these proposed
amendments may seem modest, they will go a long way in
protecting bicyclists’ rights and safety on the roads, and
we’ll need your help to make them a reality! Please join our
email list at rideillinois.org so that you will receive our calls
to action and latest updates on this legislative effort!

We want to thank Representative Tim Butler (R-Springfield)
and Representative Anna Moeller (D-Elgin) for sponsoring
the bill. While we await our bill number, Ride Illinois is conferring
with state agencies and groups including the Illinois Secretary
of State, lllinois Department of Transportation, lllinois State
Police, and lllinois Association of Chiefs of Police in hopes

of gaining consensus for easier passage.
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2016 lllinois Bike Summit - A Great Success

One of Ride lllinois’ strategies to make
biking better in our state is to provide
advocates and local/state agencies
with information on how to do so.
Whether it’s providing direct assistance
to a town, offering strategic guidance
to local advocates, or presenting at
seminars and conferences, sharing the
whys and hows is a critical component
of making lllinois more bike friendly.

The lllinois Bike Summit is a major event connecting
advocates and professionals with best practices,
inspiring examples, and others whose experience
and expertise can help them.

This past year’s summit was held in Normal on
September 19, and over 250 bicycle advocates,
planners, civil engineers, public health researchers,
and elected officials were in attendance.

We were honored to have had IDOT Secretary Randy
Blankenhorn (pictured above, center) give an inspiring
speech about IDOT’s new thinking and approach to
bicycle planning across the state.

“How do we give people the option to bike if they
want to bike in a safe and efficient manner,” said
Secretary Blankenhorn. “That’s the conversation
that we need to start to have, and we need to start
to have it together as we look toward the future.”

Presentations from our 25 speakers are available to
download on the 2016 Illinois Bike Summit page on
rideillinois.org. We welcome you to learn more and
consider joining us for our next lllinois Bike Summit
in the spring of 2018 in Chicago.

Special thanks to our many sponsors for helping make the
event possible: Freeman Kevenides Law, Town of Normal,
Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Alta Planning + Design,

Bike BloNo, Friends of the Constitution Trail, lllinois Department

of Transportation, McLean County Regional Planning
Commission, Vitesse Cycle, Epstein, American Planning
Association - lllinois Chapter, Clark Dietz, Connect Transit,

Dero Bike Racks, SRAM Cycling Fund, Bloomington Cycle and

Fitness, Bloomington Primary Care, Drs. Doran, Capodice,
Efaw & Ocheltree, Ecology Action Center, Farnsworth Group,
Maurer-Stutz, MclLean County Health Department, MclLean
County Wheelers, Orthodontics Associates, Sugar Creek
Orthodontics, Toole Design Group, T.Y. Line International
Group, Uptown Partners.

Ride lllinois Executive Director Tania Sebastian (left), IDOT Secretary Randy
Blankenhorn (center), Ride lllinois Chief Programs Officer Ed Barsotti (right)

2016 Scheduled sessions included:

Your Bikeway Infrastructure Toolbox

How Normal Became a Bicycle Friendly
Community

Bike Law: In the Books and in the Courtroom
*Trails = $8$
Raising the Next Generation of Cyclists

Rolling Towards Equity: Breaking Barriers
and Biking for Necessity

The Softer Side of Trails: The Whys and
Hows of Natural Surface Facilities

Trail Talk: Youth Corps and Recreational
Corridors

Making it Count: Using Data to Improve
Bicycling

Advocacy: Bikeways for All and Make Biking
Better

The Ease of the E’s: Reaching Bicycle
Friendly Community Status

How Biking Helps Public Health and Public
Health Helps Biking

Sharing—and Friending—the Trail
The Early History of Bicycling in lllinois

5 www.rideillinois.org
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2016 lllinois Bike Summit Award Winners

Ride lllinois awarded two cities and one individual for their significant achievements in
bicycle advocacy.

The City of Aurora was presented with the Ride lllinois Project
Award for an outstanding bikeway infrastructure project
— the installation of curb-protected bike lanes on River
Street. The new protected bikeway connects the remaining
half-mile-long trail gap on the Fox River Trail. The trail now
spans more than 60 miles from Oswego all the way north
near Wisconsin. The curb-protected bike lanes provide a
level of comfort consistent with the rest of the trail. The
innovative facility features green pavement, bicycle-only
traffic signals, concrete curbing and brick stamping, and
more. “Protected bike lanes are for more than just Chicago
and directly-adjacent suburbs,” said Ed Barsotti, Chief
Programs Officer of Ride lllinois. “We’re thrilled to see the

- i :

bold leap forward in Aurora’s bikeway infrastructure and -
to recognize this transformative project. It’s also smart Aurora’s Engineers Roopa Anjanappa and Eric Gallt (left) and Ride
policy, as lllinois’ second-largest city, like many others, lllinois Chief Programs Officer Ed Barsotti (right)

seeks to attract businesses and a young workforce.”

The City of Danville was presented with the Ride lllinois
Partnership Award for their exceptional participation in
the lllinois Mayor’s Bicycle Safety Challenge. Ride lllinois
invited towns throughout the state to join the Challenge
this past spring. We asked mayors to proclaim a bike
safety week and encourage their residents - cyclists,
motorists, and children - to learn more about sharing the
road by using our education tool, BikeSafetyQuiz.com.

Danville stood out in terms of their organized community
outreach and social media efforts. Mayor Eisenhauer

led by example, took the quiz, and proudly promoted his
participation. He inspired residents to learn more about
safe riding and driving techniques, and motivated city
employees and Danville residents to take the quiz. During
Danville’s Bike Safety Week, city staff and residents posted

Danville Mayor Scott Eisenhauer (left), Ride lllinois Executive Director
Tania Sebastian (center), and Danville Planners Ross Hilleary and their selfies with the quiz certificate of completion on social
Chris Milliken (right) media. They also hosted a ride with the mayor and promoted
safe cycling, provided helmet fittings, and showcased their
ongoing commitment to bike safety by highlighting their
shared use paths, on-street bike lanes, and bike sharrows.

George Bellovics, the lllinois Department of Natural
Resources’ Landscape Architect and Grand lllinois

Trail Coordinator, was presented with the Ride lllinois
Professional Award for his instrumental role in developing
many of the state’s most popular bike trails. From the
Great River Trail in northwestern lllinois, to Rockford’s
Perryville Path, to the south suburbs’ Old Plank Road Trail,
George has provided guidance, secured funding, and
proven a steady hand in dealing with political challenges.
One project exemplifies George’s success - a segment of
the 65-mile Great River Trail was proposed through the
Upper Mississippi National Wildlife Refuge. The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service was leery of a bike trail on Refuge
property, especially through a sensitive ecological area.
George helped design a solution to and complete a paved

bike trail on the Refuge, a first for the Service nationwide. Ed Barsotti and Tania Sebastian (left), IDNR’s George Bellovics
(center), and Ride lllinois Board Member Dick Westfall (right)

www.rideillinois.org 6



Thank You to All Our Fiscal Year 2016 Contributors

Bicycle Clubs
and Other Donors

$5000 Tawani Foundation

$3000 Evanston
Bicycle Club

$3000 Springfield
Bicycle Club

$2,777 Climate Ride

$2,000 Freeman Kevenides
Law Firm, LLC

$2,000 Joliet Bicycle Club
$1,500 Arlington Heights

Bicycle Club

$1,000 McLean County
Wheelers

$1,000 Blackhawk Bicycle
& Ski Club

$1,000 Fox ValleyBicycle
and Ski Club

$1,000 Oak Park Cycle
Club

$1,000 Quad Cities
Bicycle Club

$1,000 Wheeling
Wheelmen

$800 Starved Rock
Cycling Assoc.

$750 McHenry County
Bicycle Club

$500 Bicycle Club of
Lake County

$500 ElmhurstBicycle
Club

$500 Folks On Spokes
Bicycle Club

$500 lllinois Valley
Wheelm’n

$500 Velo Club Roubaix

$310  Bike Psychos

$250 DuPage Cycling
Foundation

$250 Friends of Cycling
in Elk Grove

$200 Kankakee River
Bicycle Club

$200 Prarie Path Cycles

$150 BacardiBikes

$150  Kishwaukee Bike &
Recreation Club

$160 Pedal and Spoke

$150 Riverbend Bicycle
Club

$100  Barnard’s Schwinn

$100 Bike BloNo

$100 Bike Palatine

$100 ChicagoArea
Tandem Society

$100  Friends of the Parks
Foundation

$100  Jefferson County
Chamber of
Commerce

$100

$100
$100

$100
$75
$75

$75
$75
$50
$30
$30

$30

Lan-Oak Park
District

Red JACLLC

Park Schwinn
Cyclery

Prairie Cycle Club
CyclingForKids
Madison and Davis
Bicycle Shop
Main Street
Bicycles

Rudy’s Cycle and
Fitness Center
Sycamore Area
Cycling

Grand Schwinn
Cyclery

R.W. Freight
Solutions, Inc.

Village of Palatine

Illinois Bike Summit
Sponsors

$3000

$3000
$1500

$1000

$1000
$1000

$1000
$1000
$1000
$750
$750
$750
$750
$750

$500
$300

$300

$300

$300

$300
$300
$300

Freeman Kevenides
Law Firm, LLC

Town of Normal

Christopher B.
Burke Engineering

Alta Planning
+ Design

Bike BloNo

Friends of the
Constitution Trail

lllinois Department
of Transportation

Mclean County
Regional Planning
Commission

Vitesse Cycle

A. Epstein and Sons
International, Inc.

American Planning
Association, lllinois
Chapter

Clark Dietz, Inc.
Connect Transit
SRAM Cycling Fund
Dero Bike Rack

Bloomington Cycle
and Fitness

Bloomington
Primary Care

Drs. Doran,
Capodice, Efaw &
Ocheltree, LLC

Ecology Action
Center

Farnsworth Group
Maurer-Stutz, Inc.

Mclean County
Wheelers

$300 Orthodontic
Associates

$300 Sugar Creek
Orthodontics

$300 Toole Design Group

$300 Uptown Partners

$250 TY LinInternational
Group

$200 Mclean County

Health Department

GITAP Bike Tour Sponsors

$1000 Keating Law
Offices

* Chamois Butt’r

* Hy-Vee

* Revolution Brewery

* Sore No More

*In-kind donation

In-Kind Donors

Boulevard Bikes
Kozy Cyclery
Mercury Wheels
Planet Bike

Po Campo

M ajor Donors $500 or
More

Frank Brummer
Jo Ann and Norbert Budde
Bob Hoel

Perry Knop and
Sheila Simon

John Mielnik
Sally Olds
Bruce Rosenzweig

Patrick, Ethan, and
Caleb Smith

David Rudis
Leo Skinner

Al and Barbara Sturges

Members -$200 -$499

Alan Allphin
Mark Atkins
Doug and Janice Berman
Steven Blum
Bruno Boettcher
Rob Bollendorf
Gary Dayton
Carrie Dodd
Gerry Fekete
Rich Furr

Tim Gordon
John Hamby

Wayne Heinmiller
Ronald Hirsch
Richard Horton

Anne Johnson

Tim Johnson

Tony Jones

Juergen Juffa

Mike Kerber

Frank Korfias

Beth Maier

Tim Marty

Henry Maze

Lowell Nelson

Elaine Nekritz

Jim Nugent

Tom Osterkorn

Julie Overcash

Bruce and Becky Perry
Dave and Cindy Peterson
Karl Rapp

Kathy Schubert
Wharton Sinkler

Mark Suri

Gregory Vacala
Eberhard Veit

James Wainwright
Jacqueline Walker
Michael Woods

Don Wostratzky
Hunter and Sara Young

Jim Zaleschuk and Susan
Hillabold

Members $150-$199

Michael S Allison
Christine Baker

Bill Bellman

Shannon Beranek
David Boes

Mary Bolan

Fred Bollhoffer

Steve Bottorff

Michael Brown

Donna Campbell
William Coates

Frank and Carol Covey
George Fero

Phil Furmanski

Ken Glick

J. Marc Golan

Rich Gordon

William Grimm

Sheila and Reid Hansen

Mary Jo Herseth

Elliott Hillback
David lhrke

Audrey Ishii and Charlie
Smyth

Janet and Pat Knight
Robert and Jana Laughlin
Barb Lewandowski
Gregory Lewis
Kevin Madsen
Brian Maiorella
Jay Marshall
Larry Mickelson
Brian Miller

Frank Modica
Peter Monahan
Gregg Murphy
Steven Peyton
Bob Pfeil

Carol Pierce

Larry Polly
Richard Prinz
Douglas Reifler
Glenda Robison
William Rowe
Charlie Saxe
Lawrence Sezer
David Simmons
John Stevens
Andrew Stimson
Christine Stocker
David Thompson
Dan Tillman

Terry Vega

Gabe Verstraete
Marco Verzocchi
Greg Walburg
Michael Wasserman
Dick Westfall
Leonard Xavier

Frank and Anna Zuccarini

Members - $100-$149

Mark Anderson
Thomas Anger
Barbara Barnes
Ed Barsotti

Fred Bates and Ellen
Benjamin

Kent Beernink

Arlene Benigni

Alan Bergeson

Laura and Jim Bickers
Bernard Black

Peg and Jim Bolm

Gordon Bourey
Rick Bruder
A.C.Buehler
Chuck Burke
Tamara Burns
John Burrell

Betsy Burtelow and Jim
Boyer

Craig Cavanaugh
William Chalberg
Paul Christensen
Mike Church
Steven Cohen
Rebecca Coleman
Gery Conlin
Joseph Cook

Ken Coonley and Suzie
Stilwell

Jay Corwin
Patricia Cronquist
Will Damico

Molly Daniel
Randy Deicke
Donald Dirks

Jessica and Robert
Disbrow

Bob Dominski

Bill Donels

Tom Drabant

Howard Dreizen

Eric Ewan

Warren Fellingham
John Fetzer

Greg Forrester

George Frayn

Todd Gee

Jay Gerken

Gary Gilbert

Doug Goodman

Kevin and Naomi Greene
Michael and Janet Hanley
Ken Hathaway

Jane Blew Healy

John Herbst

Sally Higginson

Paul Hoffman

Elizabeth Holland and
Michael Choate

David House
John Hovis
Cynthia Hoyle
Mike Hungerford
Eric Hutchison
Steve Johnson

BriantKelly



Gin Kilgore and Michael
Burton

Steve Koch

Jan Kodner

Ken Kohler

Jim Kreps

Mark Krueger
Mike Kruger
Richard Kuhlman
Axel Kunzmann
Suzanne LaBelle
James Lambert
Sara Lamberty
Jim Lawing
Elaine Layden
William Lee
Rochelle Lodder
Don MacGregor
Larry and Barbara Margolis
Tom McGee
Kathleen McMullin
Greg Mendrek
Peyton Metzel

Alton Mitchell and Julie
Federico

Frank Molinaro
Jerry Morrison
Randy Neufeld
Lawrence Neuman
Mark Novak

Dixon Novy

Lee Nye

James O’Connor
James O’Donnell
Tim O’Hanlon
John O’Keefe
Bernard O’Reilly
Randy Oya
Monica Pepple
Charles Pint

Ken Pope

Thomas Pulver
Greg Query

Steve Rauschenberger
Willis E. Rezba
Anne Robin

Frank Rogers
Louis Rosenthal
Bill Roskuszka

Jim Salsbury
Jerry Schleeter
John Schneider
Tania and Jason Sebastian
David Seglin
Valerie Sivicek

Larry Sloma and Lyn
Persson

Michael Smith

Susan Smith

Dan and Kathy Steadman
Leigh Stewart

Bill and Kathy Storm
George Strecker

Don Struck

David Swanson

Rick Thompson
Christopher Thornton
Mimi Toney

Carl Toren

Carolyn and Ralph Trimble
Jen Welch

Alan Whitaker

Peter Wilson and Juliana
Whitmore

Cathy Winslow
Terry Witt

Amy Woodworth
George Yanos
Darcy Ytterdahl
Chuck Ziemer
Ken Zika

Joe Zuercher

Members - $75-$99

Paul Aeschleman
John Allen

Tom Armstrong
GerryBara

Jim Battistoni
Joe Beemster
Brian Bender
Roni Benson
Dominick Chellino
Barton Crouch
William Cruikshank
Ray DalLago
Chris Dangles
Bob Day

Ernie DeFrates
Leo Dohogne
David and Renae Easley
John Elterich

Ann Engelmann
Brenna Flaugher
Stephen Foust
Ron Fruin

Donna Garafolo
Kathryn Gillespie
Jerry Gunnerson
Steven Hankel
Katy Hansen
Chris Holden
Jonathan Holland
Shanju Hong
Bryce Hopp
Beverly Jakubiak
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A Warm Welcome

Mary Joe Herseth - Ride lllinois Board Member

What do you do? | have been a Banker in Chicago for over 35 years Currently
I am National Head of Banking for BMO Private Bank. | am also on the boards of
Thresholds, who helps people with severe and chronic mental illness, and
Dominican University, a private Catholic University in River Forest with a rich
history of academics and inclusivity.

Why do you like to bike? | have biked all my life but started seriously riding
about 15 years ago. One motivator for riding is staying healthy and fit -- and
the hope to stave off aging as much as | can!! | ride with friends and enjoy the
social aspect of doing so. Plus riding with a group helps me become a better
biker. | love being outdoors and it is easier to get to know places by biking them.

What is your vision for Ride Illinois? We are fortunate to have Ride lllinois
to make biking better and respected and accepted by all in lllinois. | hope that
| can contribute to making biking more popular and safer in Illinois. We need
better access to sharing roads, especially in more urban areas, and we need

better education in sharing roads with cars.

Tell us a fun fact about you! When not biking, | love to play golf (not as well
or as often as | like) but even so, | have had 3 holes in one! | also eat too much
chocolate so | need to bike more!

Christina Swartz - Ride lllinois Marketing Director

We are happy to announce Christina Swartz as the new Marketing Director for Ride lllinois.
She’s an experienced marketer with 10 years experience in community engagement and
raising campaign awareness through a variety of marketing channels; both traditional

and digital platforms.

Her first bike was a beautiful orange and yellow Schwinn “Sundance” with a banana
seat. Frequent family bike rides were a part of growing up in the suburbs of Chicago and
her bike riding adventures have continued with trips to the grocery store, grabbing an
afternoon latte at a local coffee shop, catching the Blue Line at the Jefferson Park station.
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New 3 Feet Signs for Wayne Township, Bartlett,
Lake County, & Highland Park

We’re making progress
in our campaign to

get new 3 feet passing
state law signs placed
on popular cyclist
routes. Signs have been
installed in Wayne
Township, Bartlett,
Lake County, and will
be installed in Highland
Park this coming spring.

Last year, we wrote about how
Ride lllinois has been working
with the lllinois Department

of Transportation and other
agencies to adopt better signs
that educate all road users
about the 3 feet passing law
and provide clarity on how

to “share the road.” The law,
written and lobbied for by
Ride lllinois, addresses a major
safety concern for cyclists:
drivers “squeezing by” as
oncoming traffic approaches.

Wayne Township: This past
summer, Wayne Township
became the first agency in

lllinois to install signs that read:
STATE LAW - 3 FEET MIN TO

PASS BICYCLES. The signs were
installed on Smith Road and
Powis Road, both popular bicycle
routes in the area.

Bartlett: The Village of Bartlett

also installed signs on northbound

and southbound Munger Road
north of Army Trail Road.

Lake County: Signs were
installed on St. Mary’s Road
in Mettawa and Libertyville, a
very popular bicycle route on
a 40mph, higher traffic road.
STATE LAW - 3 FEET MIN TO
PASS BICYCLES signs were
installed northbound near IL
176 and southbound near IL 60,
replacing existing Share the
Road signs. The Lake County
Department of Transportation
is evaluating whether to
replace Share the Road signs
in other locations as well.

Highland Park: This coming
spring, Highland Park will be
installing dozens of STATE LAW -
3 FEET MIN TO PASS BICYCLES
on popular routes including
Ridge Rd., Old Elm Rd., St. John’s
Ave., and several others. This
effort will be funded by a federal
grant (with 20% Highland Park
match) that will also add
intersection and sharrow

STATE LAW

3 FEET MIN
TO PASS
BICYCLES

markings. Ride lllinois’ past
partnership with Highland Park’s
police department helped gain
their preference for 3 feet state
law signs over the Share the
Road signs that were originally
planned. Highland Park’s Public
Works was also convinced when
they learned of IDOT’s approval
of our recommended signs.

We are advocating for signs
in several other communities
throughout the state, often
with input from local bicycle
clubs. We invite cyclists to
help us identify problem roads
and locations where better
signs are needed, and contact
us at info@rideillinois.org or
through our online Make Biking
Better form at rideillinois.org.

www.rideillinois.org
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Grand lllinois Bike Tour — 300 miles in 6 days

Join us for the 15th annual Grand
lllinois Bike Tour, June 11-16, 2017.
This year’s route will feature the
Rock River and Mississippi River
valleys in scenic northwestern
lllinois, with charming towns and
great bicycling on quiet roads and
some trails.

Our unforgettable six-day ride will make a loop
starting and ending in Byron, with stops in Dixon,
Savanna, the Quad Cities area (two nights), and
Sterling. Choose between camping in parks and
staying in motels. Enjoy overnights filled with good
food and good fellowship, all in support of Ride
lllinois - the statewide organization working to make
biking better in lllinois.

Basic daily route distances are a moderate 43 to 59
miles, with an average of 51. Longer route options

are available for those interested. Routes are marked,
plus maps are provided.

Those camping will tent in parks near the banks of the
Mississippi and Rock Rivers. All ten breakfasts and
dinners are included, with showers provided. Those
staying in nearby motels (at extra cost) have nine meals
and evening receptions included, with bus shuttling to
dinners. Our motel option - which has grown to 90+
riders - sells out earlier than the camping option.

Luggage transportation provided in separate
vehicles for campers and motelers. T-shirt,
emergency SAG support, and refreshment stops
are included, with expert bike repair available.
Nightly meetings with ride information and more.

Registration is currently open and is quickly reaching
its maximum capacity of 230 riders.

For all event details and registration,
log on to rideillinois.org.

Volunteer Support and Discounts

Would you like to participate in the tour but not ride every day? Maybe you’re with a group of riders that want

to ferry a vehicle around for the week. We are offering discounted or free registration for volunteer drivers and
extra vehicles to help with SAG ride support and to give us a hand in case of emergencies. Please contact us at
ed@rideillinois.org if you might be interested.
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ITEP Grants Announced

33 projects were approved through IDOT’s
[llinois Transportation Enhancement Program
(ITEP), including biking and walking paths,
trails, streetscape beautification work and other
projects to encourage safe travel across various
modes of transportation at the local level.

“This program is one of the most popular at IDOT
and highly competitive for a reason: it allows our
partners in local government to put into action

their plans for improving local transportation,” said
lllinois Transportation Secretary Randy Blankenhorn.
“We are proud to invest in these projects that

allow our communities to showcase themselves

as outstanding places to live, work and play.”

Made possible by federal funds, ITEP awards are
focused on improving bike and pedestrian travel, as
well as other surface transportation improvements
that promote alternative options for travel. Ride lllinois
has long advocated for increased transparency and
process improvement to make sure lllinois uses all of
its available money from this federal funding source.

City of Park Ridge - $1,289,150
South Northwest Highway
Streetscape

Village of Niles - $698,620
Milwaukee Avenue Corridor
Improvements - Phase VI

Village of Romeoville - $296,700
Romeoville Proposed Metra Station -
New Construction

Village of Channahon - $682,480
Bridge Street Multi-use Path

Village of Johnsburg - $1,072,100
Church Street Streetscape
Improvements

Rockford Park District -$2,000,000
Jefferson Street Bridge Underpass

Winnebago County - $984,960
Perryyville Bike Path Extension
(Hart Road to Willow Brook Lane)

City of Silvis -$340,300
Avenue of the Cities Shared-use Path

City of Dixon - $2,000,000
Bike Path Extension Project

Village of Port Byron - $1,153,920
Illinois Route 84 Corridor
Enhancement Project - Phase Il

Sycamore Park District - $632,600
The Great Western Trail: Brickville
Road to Main Street

City of Ottawa - $2,000,000
Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge Spanning
1-80

Village of Bradley - $333,800
Illinois Route 50 Shared Path Mall
Entrance to Larry Power Road

City of Peoria - $485,170
Rock Island Greenway Extension

City of Washington - $255,840
McClugage Road/Centennial Drive
Recreation Trail Connection

Village of Creve Coeur - $1,936,200
lllinois Route 29 Sidewalk and Lighting
Improvement

Mclean County - $160,000
Historic Route 66 Bikeway - 1.1 Miles
South of Shirley to Funk’s Grove

“Each year, Ride lllinois joins others nationwide in
Washington D.C. to support the federal transportation
dollars that fund ITEP. Back home, we push for the most
bicycling bang from these bucks,” said Ed Barsotti,

Ride lllinois Chief Programs Officer. “We applaud IDOT
for moving ITEP to a two-year cycle and for a timely
announcement of grants emphasizing biking statewide.”

Among the ITEP awards, many will fund projects

that Ride lllinois has influenced through local bike
planning work. The Effingham project implements
much of bikeway network that was recommended

in Ride lllinois’ bike plan for the city. Similarly, the
pedestrian/bicycle bridge spanning I-80 was a high
priority in the bike plan we produced for Ottawa. Ride
lllinois has also worked on bike plans for Carbondale,
Urbana, Sangamon County, and Park Ridge, and we’re
pleased to see ITEP funding support improvements

in these areas. We are also happy to see funding for
exciting projects like the Kickapoo Rail Trail and other
bikeway and trail improvements throughout the state.

For this latest funding cycle, IDOT received 2
applications for projects worth an estimated $261.3
million. The complete list of the 33 awarded projects is
below including the project sponsor, ITEP amount, and
specific project work. The next round of ITEP awards
will be in 2018. To be eligible, applicants must commit
a local match of at least 20 percent to their project.

City of Champaign - $2,000,000
Bradley Avenue Corridor Complete
Street

Sangamon County - $420,800
Sangamon Valley Trail Extension

City of Charleston - $800,000
Charleston to Mattoon Lincoln Prairie
Grass Trail Pedestrian/Bicycle
Facility Improvements

Urbana Park District - $426,600
Park Street Shared-use Path

Champaign County Forest
Preserve District - $225,000
Kickapoo Rail Trail - Phase Two
Design Engineering

Village of Dieterich - $1,023,010
Downtown Enhancements

City of Newton - $1,056,000
City of Litchfield - $1,937,800 Phase IV - Eagle Trails
Litchfield Streetscaping - Phase llI
City of Effingham - $934,400
Bike Path - Pavement Marking and
Signage Project

Quincy Park District - $791,990
Bill Klingner Bike/Pedestrian Trail -
18th to 2l4th Street

City of Columbia - $998,140
Village of Williamsville-$2,000,000 Main Street Streetscape - Phase 2
Heritage Route 66 Trail - Williamsville
to Sherman City of Eldorado - $274,080
Rt 45 and Rt 142 Pedestrian Access
City of Pana - $497,120
Lincoln Prairie Trail Bridge
Replacement

City of Carbondale - $708,940
Northwest Pedestrian and Bicycle
Path

City of Havana - $264,130

Business Park Sidewalk Addition
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